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Education Pathway for all UK Doctors 
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Postgraduate Medical Education in 
Srilanka

The Postgraduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM) of the

University of Colombo is the graduate school that

provides specialist training and board certification of

medical doctors in Sri Lanka.
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MD (Medicine and Allied) Program in 
Srilanka

• Part I ( Entrance Examination)

• Part II (Registrar period): 2 & ½ year

- 1 ½ year= Internal Medicine

- 1 year= Sub-specialty training ( 10 weeks each in Cardio &

Neuro; 5 weeks each in Dermato, Psy, Nephro, Rheumato, &

Pulmo; small rotation in Endo & others)

• Part III ( Sr. Registrar)

contd. 13



Part III ( Sr. Registrar)

• The candidate can choose the sub-specialty or continue the

Internal Medicine according to vacancy and Merit list order of

Part II

• Internal Medicine 1, Cardiology 3, Neurology 2, Endocrinology

2, Pulmonology 2 years

1 year Mandatory Foreign Training

Dissertation Writing

Viva- Voce with PG Institute of Medicine

Board 
Certified 

Consultant
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Postgraduate Medical 
Education in India

There are two Post graduate National Bodies in India:

1. Medical Council of India (MCI)

MD/MS                DM/MCh

2. National Board of Examinations (NBE)

DNB (Diplomate of National Board)

General

DNB Sub specialties       MD/MS

Fellowship
15



The Nomenclature of the degree awarded by the National Board of

Examinations is called the “Diplomate of National Board (DNB)”.

The Diplomate qualifications awarded by the National Board of

Examinations have been equated with the postgraduate and post

doctorate degrees awarded by other Indian Universities by the

Government of India, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

"Diplomate of National Board" (DNB) in broad specialties

Three-six years residency program in the sub-specialties

Post doctoral Fellow in selected subspecialties (FNB)= 2 years



All India Institute of Medical Sciences

Training 36 months

The Junior Residents in medicine under go the following rotation-training during their 3 years’

course towards

M D (Med):

(i) Medicine Units : 6 months in each unit (Total: 18 months)

(ii) Nephrology : 2 months

(iii) Gastroenterology : 3 months

(iv) Casualty : 2 months

(v) EHS : 2 months

(vi) Cardiology : 4 months

(vii) Neurology : 4 months

(viii) Endocrinology : 1 month 17



BANGLADESH



Lancet Bangladesh series



Lancet Bangladesh series



Medical graduates 

• Total Registered Doctors 87500(Nov’2018)



Undergraduate Medical Education

Medical College

Government Medical College 36

Private Medical College 69

Army Medical College 06

Total no. of student admitted in each year

Government Medical College 4068

Private Medical College 6225

Army Medical College 350



POST GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION 
IN BANGLADESH



National Professor Dr N Islam



BCPS
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IPGM&R BSMMU 
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BCPS

INDIA

Royal 
Colleges , 

UK

CPSP, 
Pakistan

MD, 
USA

MD, 
BSMMU



Subjects of FCPS Examination



Degrees offered Number of Subjects

FCPS General Subjects 22

FCPS Specialized
subjects

25

MCPS General subjects 16

Post Graduate Education: BCPS



General Subjects (22)

01 Medicine 12 Physical Medicine & Rehablitation

02 Surgery 13 Haematology

03 Paediatrics 14 Biochemistry

04 Obstetrics & Gynaecology 15 Histopathology

05 Opthalmology 16 Microbiology

06 Otomology 17 Conservativ Dentistry & Endodontics

07 Psychiatry 18 Oral & maxillofacial & Surgery

08 Anaesthesiology 19 Prosthodontics

09 Radiology & Imaging 20 Orthodontics & Dentofacial
Orthopaedics

10 Radiotherapy 21 Transfusion Medicine

11 Dermatology & venereology 22 Family Medicine 



Specialized Subjects (25)

01 Gastroenterology 12 Thoracic Surgery

02 Neurology 13 Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

03 Nephrology 14 Orthopaedic Surgery

04 Endocrinology & Metabolism 15 Paediatric Surgery

05 Cardiology 16 Neonatology

06 Pulmonology 17 Paediatric Haematology & Oncology

07 Hepatology 18 Paediatric Nephrology

08 Rheumatology 19 Paediatric Gastroenerology & Nutrition

09 Infectious Desease & Tropical Medicine 20 Paediatri Pulmonology

10 Urology 21 Paeditric Neurology & Development

11 Neuro-Surgery 23 Feto-Meternal Medicine

12 Cardiovascular Surgery 24 Gynaecological Oncology

25.  Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility



MD Courses Offered by BSMMU
and other institutes 



Post Graduate Education: Others
MS MD M 

Phil
MPH M Med MTM Total

BSMMU 140 150 70 0 0 10 476

Govt
institute

312 360 242 185 15 0 1592

Private 21 38 15 0 0 0 169

Total 473 584 327 185 15 10 2237



EXAMINATION SYSTEM



FCPS Examinations

• FCPS part 1

• FCPS part 2

• MCPS • FCPS part 1

• FCPS preli part 2

• FCPS part 2 
(Final)

General Subjects Specialized Subjects General Subjects

After 1 year of training2 years of 
training

3 years of 
training

4 years of 
training



FCPS part 2

Written OSPE Clinical Viva



BSMMU  MD Phases

Phase A : Two Years
(Core Medical/Surgical Training)
For  Medicine and Allied

Phase B : Three years
(Specialty specific  Training)
Any one of the  following  Specialty 

3 months on Each subject 

a. Cardiology

b. Endocrinology

c. Gastroenterology

d. Hepatology

e. Hematology

f. Internal Medicine

g. Nephrology

h. Neurology

i. Rheumatology

a. Cardiology

b. Endocrinology

c. Gastroenterology

d. Hepatology

e. Hematology

f. Internal Medicine

g. Nephrology

h. Neurology

i. Rheumatology



MRCP part 1

• one-day examination

• two three-hour papers

• 200 multiple-choice Single 
best of five

• no images

• Basic sciences and clinical

MRCP part 2

• 3 papers over 2 days

• Papers last for 3 hours

• 270 MCQ: Single best of five

• prioritizing diagnostic or problem 
lists

• planning investigation

• selecting a plan for immediate 
management

• selecting a plan for long-term 
management

• assessing prognosis.

MRCP



• half-day examination

• takes place in a clinical setting (hospital or clinical skills 
centre)

• assesses seven core skills

• five station

• eight patient encounters

• two independent examiners at each station

• each candidate is assessed independently by a total of 10 
examiners

MRCP- PACES

https://www.mrcpuk.org/mrcpuk-examinations/paces/paces-examination-format


MRCP- PACES



FCPS part 2 written, CPSP

Paper I

• SAQ

• 10 questions 

• Equal marks

• Clinical scenario based

Paper II

• MCQ

• 100 questions 

• Equal marks

• Clinical scenario based



• 2017

FCPS(Medicine)part 2 written 



MD, Final, written, BSMMU



FCPS (Medicine) Results in one year (Two Session) 

Subject Total Candidate Appeared passed Percentage %

Medicine 1490 96 6.59

FCPS Part Part -2
Subject No of 

Candidate
Appeared 
in written

Qualified for 
clinical, oral & 
practical.
July-2017, July 
2018

January 
2017 
15 grade 
and above

July 2016
15 grade 
and 
above

No of Candidates 
Qualified for 
clinical, oral & prac. 
July-2017

passe
d

Percentage %

written Final

Medicine 1051 304 25 12 341 84 57.86 8.06

FCPS Part Part -2
Preliminary

Subject No of Candidate
Appeared in written

No of Candidates Qualified 
for clinical, oral & practical

passed Percentage %

Written Final

Medicine 30 11 03 73.20 9.8

FCPS Part Part -1



BSMMU :Results in MD Phase-A & B( Medicine & Allied)

Sl
No.

Discipline January- 2017 July-2017 Total
%Appeared passed Appeared passed appeared passed

01 Cardiology 34 21 15 05 49 26 53.06%

02 EM 13 11 02 00 15 11 73.33%

03 Gastroenterology 18 08 10 02 28 10 35.71%

04 Hepatology 10 03 08 01 18 04 22.22%

05 Haematology 14 04 11 04 25 08 32%

06 Internal Medicine 42 12 33 13 75 25 33.33%

07 Medical oncology 04 01 03 00 07 01 14.28%

08 Nephrology 28 15 15 06 43 21 48.83%

09 Neurology 13 06 10 06 23 12 52.17%

10 Pulmonology 24 15 11 05 35 20 57.14%

11 Rheumatology 09 06 03 02 12 08 66.67%

Total 209 102 121 44 330 146 44.24%

MD –Phase –B Internal  Medicine

Sl
no

Discipline January- 2017 July-2017 Total %

Appeared passed Appeared passed Appeared passed
43.75%

01 Internal Medicine 08 03 08 04 16 07



• Multiple postgraduate degrees

• No consensus on evaluation of degrees

for promotion etc.

• Dissatisfaction amongst doctors

What's wrong with present system?



• Specialists without a broad based knowledge on 

general subjects

• Patients attend multiple specialties/ institutes 

• Poly-pharmacy  and drug interactions

• Financial loss

Difficulties we face …



Why single Integrated curriculum is 
needed?

• Universities and specialized institutes have high tech

facilities for treatment and training – suitable for

specialty training.

• Medical colleges have good facility and faculties for

training in General Clinical subjects and not suitable

for specialist training.

48



Integration in Post Graduate Medical Education 

49

Untying the Knot





Barrier

51



Proposed Role of Medical Colleges

• Medical Colleges will produce high quality graduate 
doctors

• Undergraduate students will be be mainly taught by 
General subjects specialists

• Stress is to be given on sufficient training on General 
Internal Medicine , Surgery and Gynae Obs. 

• Will not offer  Post graduate Degrees



Proposed Role of BCPS

• BCPS will produce Fellows in General Subjects only

• Total course will be 5 years with training for 4 years

• Stop issuing Fellowships on Super specialties

• Monitor training meticulously 

• Equate with colleges of different countries

• Research  



Proposed Role of Medical Universities 

• Will offer MD /MS on super- specialties only

• Training 2 years 

• Stop issuing Diploma/MD/MS general subjects

• Research 

• International standards 



Widen horizon with harmonization 

Globalization of FCPS

FCPS part 1

Paper 1 and 

2 (SBA)

 Collaboration between 
MD  and FCPS

FCPS part2

Written 

OSPE, 

Clinical

/OSCE

FCPS art3

Thesis

Oral  

FCPS

General Subj.

MD(Specialty)



Unification / equating with harmony  

• Fellows on general subjects will be  eligible for 

MD on specialties

• Those having MD on specialties may be given 

a chance to appear on the FCPS final of 

General subjects after completion of training   



Problems anticipated

• Insufficient fellows to feed MD,MS

• More time for post graduation

57



Who will do it?

• Postgraduate Medical Education  and 

Training Reform Committee/Commission

• BCPS

• BSMMU

• BMDC

• MOHFW

58



Let’s Hope















Conclusion 

• Medical Education including Postgraduate Medical Education is 

always on the move

• PGME of Bangladesh including course curriculum, training, 

evaluation and examination systems are to be updated  keep pace 

with the international standard

• Different types of post graduate courses are running

• Coordination and equation with harmony is needed

• Concerned authorities are aware

• Lacks the desired initiative yet.

• Hope to get it soon
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