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ACP Membership Continues to Grow  

ÁEffective June 30, 2013,total 

membership was 137,000, and 

international membership 

exceeded 11,000. 

 

Á  ACP has 58 domestic chapters 

and 15 international chapters.  

http://www.acponline.org/about_acp/international/member_map.htm
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International Membership: 2007 - 2013 
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International Membership

15 International Chapters:   
Brazil, Canada (6 chapters), Central America, Chile, Colombia, 

Japan, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Southeast Asian, Venezuela 

In 2013:  

Á ACP Southeast Asian 

Chapter became 

active.  

 

Á ACP India, an 

educational program 

featuring 

conferences and 

international 

speakers, held its 

first meeting in New 

Delhi. 
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ACP Membership in Bangladesh 

Masters 0 

Fellows 43 

Honorary Fellows 0 

Members 32 

Resident/Fellow Members 0 

Medical Student Members 11 

Physician Affiliates 1 

Total 87 
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April 10 -12, 2014, Orlando, FL  

ÁOver 200 educational, interactive 

workshops 

ÁCase-based sessions and feedback on 

challenging patient management 

problems 

ÁInternational reception and social 

opportunities  

ÁDiscounted registration for members  

ÁDiscounted registration rates for 

delegations of ten or more attendees 

from outside the U.S.  

ÁVisit ACP s new Resource Center on the 

exhibit floor  

Internal Medicine 2014:  

ACPõs Annual Scientific Meeting 

http://im2014.acponline.org/  

http://im2014.acponline.org/


Definition 

Health Care-associated Infection 
(HCAI) 

Ȱ!Î ÉÎÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ 
during the process of care in a hospital 
or other health -care facility which was 
not present or incubating at the time of 
ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 



Ignaz Semmelweis 
1818-1865 

 



Setting: The Vienna 
General Hospital - 1846 
 



What was the problem? 

1 in 10 women were dying after 
childbirth from puerperal fever 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÉÁÎȭÓ /" ×ÁÒÄ 

While 1 -3 in 100 on the mid -wife 
unit.  

Cause unknown. 



What were the believed causes? 

Exposing the body to cold air after exercise  

exposure to cold due to too quick change of 
apparel  

continuing to suckle too long  

 playing  on wind instruments  

lying in damp beds  

sicker patients on the MD ward  



The Viennese treatment 
in the 1820-рлΩǎ 

repeated venesection [opening of the veins], the 
application of leeches, emollient cataplasms 
[medicated substances spread over the skin], 
emollient clysters [enemas]... Emetics [to induce 
vomiting]  



Semmelweis sees the connection 
between two deaths 

Semmelweis  friend and colleague, 
Jakob Kolletschka  dies while 
experiencing bilateral pleurisy, 
pericarditis, peritonitis, and 
meningitis  and later a metastasis 
formed in one eye.  

He had cut himself while performing 
an autopsy 3 days before.  



Semmelweis sees the connection 
between two deaths 

He observes  women are exposed to 
ȰÍÏÒÂÉÄ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÕÔÏÐÓÉÅÓ 
conducted by their doctors.  



The intervention 

 

Hand washing with 
chlorinated lime.  



The results 

 

19% 

0% 



Hand Washing Intervention 



Aftermath  

Mortality dropped eventually from 1 -2 
in 10 to 1 -2 in 100.  

Transmission confirmed in 
experiments using rabbits.  

Published 14 years later.  

Not widely believed or followed, except 
in Vienna and Germany where is was 
the standard of care.  



Today 

Cross-transmission of 
microorganisms by the hands of 

health care workers is considered 
the main route of spread of 

nosocomial infections.   

          WHO  



How big is the problem? 
Significant toll on human life in the US 

1.7 million infections annually 

99,000 deaths annually (more than breast 

cancer, MVA or war deaths) 

Estimated that HCAIs incur an estimated $28 to $33 

billion in excess healthcare costs each year 

 

Four categories of infections account for 75% of HCAIs 
in the acute care hospital setting:  
1) Surgical site infections;  
2) Central line-associated bloodstream infections  
3) Ventilator-associated pneumonia, and 
4) Catheter-associated urinary tract infections. 

http://www.hhs.gov/ash/initiatives/hai/infection.html 



Estimated rates of HCAI 
Worldwide 

At any one time, over 1.4 million people 
worldwide  

In modern health -care facilities in the developed 
world: 5 ɀ10% of patients  

In developing countries the risk of HCAI is 2 ɀ20 
times higher and the proportion  
of patients affected by HCAI can exceed 25% 

In intensive care units, HCAI affects about 30% of 
patients and the attributable mortality may reach 
44%  




