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The fatal outcome of  

a ? Snake expert 

 (Tota Mia) following Cobra bites 

in his snake farm. 



Who is Mr. Tota Mia 

Mr. Tota Mia  

35 years  old  

from Thakurgaon,  

  

was well known for his 

innovation to establish a 

snake farm first ever in 

Bangladesh. 



Tota Mia’s Snake Farm 



Tota Mia’s Snake Farm(Cont)  

 He was so ferocious to catch live poisonous 

snakes from nature with his own bare hands. 

 He hatched the eggs of the snakes with the help 

of self-made incubator (using electric bulbs) 

 He fed those snakes. 

 He used to sell snakes as well as venom. 

... 





 Everyday many visitors from near and far 
came to watch snakes and various exciting 
arts of Tota Mia with deadly poisonous 
snakes. 
 

 Several TV channels as well as some daily 
newspapers also covered him.  









 Tota Mia was 
showing games 
with 5 cobras 
at a time 

60 sec 
before 



30 sec 
before 

45 sec 
before 



10 sec 
before 

5 sec 
before 



The 
killer 

0 sec 



A tight 
ligature was 
applied on 

his right arm 

Following bites there was 
severe pain at bite site 

Wound was 
washed 

with water 

It was pricked by pins and 
sucked by mouth 



Initially he refused to go to 
hospital and denied 
medical treatment. 

He became drowsy 

3.5 
hour 

RpMCH 



 
 
 

On 
examination 

Following admission into  

Rangpur Medical College Hospital 

 

Full blown features of Neurotoxicity (Bilateral 

complete ptosis, ophthalmoplegia, aphonia, dribbling of saliva 

through the angles of mouth, generalised flaccid paralysis). 

 

Broken neck sign was positive. 

 

Chest wall respiratory movement was markedly 

diminished. 

 

He was cyanosed.  

 

Pulse, BP and body temperature were within 

normal limit at that time. 

Cont... 



 
 
 

On 
examination 

Following admission into  

Rangpur Medical College Hospital 

The tourniquet was too tight to occlude the right 

brachial and radial pulses. 

 

Wound was swollen & there were multiple 

puncture marks. 

 

No signs of spontaneous bleeding. 

 

 20 minutes whole blood clotting test (20 

WBCT) was done and there was no coagulopathy. 

 

Cont... 



 
 Investigations 

Following admission into  

Rangpur Medical College Hospital 

Routine blood counts, Hb%, Haematocrit, Total 

Platelet Count,  

Urine for Routine and Microscopy;  

Plasma urea & creatinine 

Serum electrolytes; 

Serum bilirubin & SGPT  

20 minute WBCT 

 

Results were within normal limits in all 

times . 

 ECG  tracings were also within normal 

limits. 



Immediately airway was cleared off secretions by oro-pharyngeal 
suction 

 
O2 inhalation was started.  

 
Endo-tracheal intubation was done and respiratory support was 
continued using Umbo-bag.  

 
10 vials of Polyvalent Anti Snake Venom (ASV) was infused over 
one hour as per National as well as WHO guidelines. 

 
 Patient was closely monitored. No improvement or side effect 
followed.  

Cont... 



A Mediacal Board was formed. 
 

Consultations with Prof. M. A. Faiz (DGHS of 

Bangladesh) was continued all through the 

management.  
 

ASV therapy was repeated one hour later, 

with same dose. 
 

But again no improvement or adverse reactions 

followed.



• Anticholinergic (with 
Atropine sulphate 15 
mg/kg IV) followed by 
Anticholinesterase 
(with Neostigmine 50  
mg / kg SC) therapy was 
continued every 4 
hourly. 
 

• Tetanus  and  antibiotic  
prophylaxis,  fluid 
balance  and   
nutritional support  as  
well  as  local care of 
the wound   
were ensured. 
 



The medical Board evaluated the patient time to 

time. 

 

Patient was gradually deteriorating after 12hrs.  

 

ASV therapy (10 vials) was again repeated.

 (Total 30 vials infused)  

 

But again it followed no improvement. 

Cont... 



Arterial blood gas analysis and PH 

measurement as well as mechanical 

ventilator and I.C.U facilities were not 

available at RpMCH. 

 

 Referral to higher center was failed, due to 

negative attitude of Tota Mia’s family 

members. 





Tota Mia reached hospital too late. 

 

 Though he was expert with snake handling, 

still he had incomplete ideas and false belief 

regarding management of snake bites. 

 

He had strong faith upon Traditional 

methods.  

  



Some life saving supports i.e. ventilator, ICU 

facility, etc are not available even in many tertiary  

hospitals in Bangladesh. 

 

But these are essential for management of snake bite 

cases and similar other common as well as severe 

life-threatening conditions. 

 

Steps are necessary to overcome these 

limitations. 




